
Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 
Wuthering Heights Literary Analysis Response Assignment 

Due Dates: 

 Chapters 1-10 due on 26-27 October 2009   

 Chapters 11-20 due on 3-4 November 2009 

 Chapters 21-34 due on 11-12 November 2009 

 

Directions:  Write a detailed paragraph in response to the quotations you choose for each reading 

assignment.  Begin each response with a topic sentence that focuses the paragraph by stating a 

main idea that you will defend with specific references.  Within each paragraph, make sure to specify 

the speakers and/or the person(s) to whom the quotation refers and to discuss the context of the 

quotation and to clearly explain the significance of the quotation in terms of allusion, 

characterization, contrast, detail, diction, figurative language, foil, frame narrative, gothic, imagery, 

motif, Romanticism, setting, symbol, syntax, theme, tone, and/or unreliable narrator.   

 

Wuthering Heights chapters 1-10 

Choose four of seven quotations to which you will respond. 

 
1. “‟And you, worthless—„ he broke out as I entered, turning to his daughter-in-law, and employing an 

epithet as harmless as duck, or sheep, but generally represented by a dash—„there you are at your 

idle tricks again!  The rest of them do earn their bread—you live on my charity!  Put your trash away, 

and find something to do.  You shall pay me for the plague of having you eternally in my sight—do 

you hear, damnable jade?‟” 

 

2. “‟Why, how very black and cross you look!  and how—how funny and grim!  But that‟s because I‟m 

used to Edgar and Isabella Linton.  Well, Heathcliff, have you forgotten me?‟” 

 

3. “‟Nelly, help me to convince her of her madness.  Tell her what Heathcliff is—an unreclaimed creature, 

without refinement, without cultivation; an arid wilderness of furze and whinstone.  I‟d as soon put 

that little canary into the park on a winter‟s day as recommend you to bestow your heart on him! . . .  

Pray don‟t imagine that he conceals depths of benevolence and affection beneath a stern exterior!  

He‟s not a rough diamond—a pearl-containing oyster of a rustic; he‟s a fierce, pitiless, wolfish man.‟” 

 

4.  “He complained so seldom, indeed, of such stirs as these, that I really thought him not vindictive—I 

was deceived completely, as you will hear.” 

 

5. “‟If the little fiend had got in at the window, she probably would have strangled me!‟ I returned.  „I‟m 

not going to endure the persecutions of your hospitable ancestors again. . . .  And that minx, 

Catherine Linton, or Earnshaw, or however she was called—she must been a changeling—wicked little 

soul!  She told me she had been walking the earth these twenty years; a just punishment for her 

mortal transgressions, I‟ve no doubt!‟” 

 

6. “I began to doubt whether he were a servant or not; his dress and speech were both rude, entirely 

devoid of the superiority observable in Mr. and Mrs. Heathcliff; his thick, brown curls were rough and 

uncultivated, his whiskers encroached bearishly over his cheeks, and his hands were embrowned like 

those of common labourer.  Still his bearing was free, almost haughty, and he showed none of a 

domestic‟s assiduity in attending on the lady of the house.” 

 

7. “However, Catherine would not be persuaded into tranquility.  She kept wandering to and fro, from 

the gate to the door, in a state of agitation which permitted no repose; and at length took up a 

permanent situation on one side of the wall, near the road, where, heedless of my expostulations, and 

the growling thunder, and the great drops that began to plash around her, she remained, calling at 

intervals, and then listening, and then crying outright. . .  About midnight, while we still sat up, the 

storm came rattling over the Heights in full fury.  There was a violent wind, as well as thunder, and 
either one or the other split a tree off at the corner of the building; a huge bough fell across the roof, 

and knocked down a portion of the east chimney-stack, sending a clatter of stones and soot into the 

kitchen fire.” 
 



Wuthering Heights chapters 11-20 

Choose four of six quotations to which you will respond. 

 

1. “‟No,‟ thundered Earnshaw; „should he offer to leave me, he‟s a dead man: persuade him to 

attempt it, and you are a murderess!  Am I to lose all, without a chance of retrieval?  Is Hareton 

to be a beggar?  Oh, damnation!  I will have it back; and I‟ll have his gold too; and then his 

blood; and hell shall have his soul!  It will be ten times blacker with the guest than ever it was 

before!‟” 

 

2. “‟I wish I could hold you,‟ she continued, bitterly, „till we were both dead!  I shouldn‟t care what 

you suffered.  I care nothing for your sufferings.  Why shouldn‟t you suffer?  I do!  Will you 

forget me—will you be happy when I am in the earth?  Will you say twenty years hence, “That‟s 

the grave of Catherine Earnshaw.  I loved her long ago, and was wretched to lose her; but it is 

past.  I‟ve loved many others since—my children are dearer to me than she was, and, at death, I 

shall not rejoice that I am going to her, I shall be sorry that I must leave them!”  Will you say so, 

Heathcliff?‟” 

 

3. “”And I pray one prayer—I repeat it till my tongue stiffens—Catherine Earnshaw, may you not 

rest, as long as I am living!  You said I killed you—haunt me, then!  The murdered do haunt their 

murderers, I believe.  I know that ghosts have wandered on earth. Be with me always—take any 

form—drive me mad! only do not leave me in this abyss, where I cannot find you!  On, God!  it is 

unutterable!  I cannot live without my life!  I cannot live without my soul!‟” 

 

4.  “‟You and I,‟ he said, „have each a great debt to settle with the man out yonder!  If we were 

neither of us cowards, we might combine to discharge it.  Are you as soft as your brother?  Are 

you willing to endure to the last, and not once attempt a repayment?‟ 

  „I‟m weary of enduring now,‟ I replied, „and I‟d be glad of a retaliation that wouldn‟t recoil on 

myself; but treachery and violence are spears pointed at both ends—they wound those who 

resort to them, worse than their enemies.‟” 

 

5.  “Still, I thought I could detect in his physiognomy a mind owning better qualities than his father 

ever possessed.  Good things lost amid a wilderness of weeds, to be sure, whose rankness far 

over-topped their neglected growth; yet, notwithstanding, evidence of a wealthy soil that might 

yield luxuriant crops under other and favourable circumstances.  Mr. Heathcliff, I believe, had not 

treated him physically ill; thanks to his fearless nature, which offered no temptation to that 

course of oppression; it had none of the timid susceptibility that would have give zest to ill-

treatment, in Heathcliff‟s judgment.  He appeared to have bent his malevolence on making him a 

brute: he was never taught to read or write; never rebuked for any bad habit which did not 

annoy his keeper; never led a single step towards virtue, or guarded by a single precept against 

vice.” 

 

6.  “‟Hallo, Nelly!‟  cried Mr. Heathcliff, when he saw me.  „I feared I should have to come down and 

fetch my property myself.  You‟ve brought it, have you?  Let us see what we can make of it.‟” 

 

 

 



Wuthering Heights chapters 21-34 

Choose four of seven quotations to which you will respond. 

 

1. ‟I believe an interview would convince you that my father‟s character is not mine; he affirms I 

am more your nephew than his son; and though I have faults which render me unworthy of 

Catherine, she has excused them, and, for her sake, you should also.  You inquire after my 

health—it is better; but while I remain cut off from all hope, and doomed to solitude, or the 

society of those who never did, and never will like me, how can I be cheerful and well?‟” 

 

2. “I hasped the window; I combed his black long hair from his forehead; I tried to close his eyes—

to extinguish, if possible, that frightful, life-like gaze of exultation, before any one else beheld it.  

They would not shut; they seemed to sneer at my attempts, and his parted lips and sharp, white 

teeth sneered too!” 

 

3. “‟Take you with her, pitiful changeling?‟ I exclaimed.  „You marry?  Why, the man is mad, or he 

thinks us fools, every one.  And do you imagine that beautiful young lady, that healthy, hearty 

girl, will tie herself to a little perishing monkey like you?  Are you cherishing the notion that 

anybody, let alone Miss __________ ___________, would have you for a husband?  You want 

whipping for bringing us in here at all, with your dastardly, puling tricks; and—don‟t look so silly 

now!  I‟ve a very good mind to shake you severely, for your contemptible treachery, and your 

imbecile conceit.‟” 

 

4. “‟I‟m rather obliged than angry, Nelly,‟ he said, „for you remind me of the manner that I desire to 

be buried in.  It is to be carried to the churchyard, in the evening.  You and Hareton may, if you 

please, accompany me—and mind, particularly, to notice that the sexton obeys my directions 

concerning the two coffins!  No minister need come; nor need anything be said over me.  I tell 

you, I have nearly attained my heaven; and that of others is altogether unvalued and uncoveted 

by me!‟” 

 

5. “‟What can I do for Cathy?  How must I quit her? I‟d not care one moment for Linton being 

Heathcliff‟s son; nor for his taking her from me, if he could console her for my loss.  I‟d not care 

that Heathcliff gained his ends, and triumphed in robbing me of my last blessing!  But should 

Linton be unworthy—only a feeble tool to his father—I cannot abandon her to him!  And, hard 

though it be to crush her buoyant spirit, I must persevere in making her sad while I live, and 

leaving her solitary when I die.‟” 

 

6. “‟He‟s just like a dog, is he not, Ellen?‟  she once observed, „or a cart-horse?  He does his work, 

eats his food, and sleeps, eternally!  What a blank, dreary mind he must have!  Do you ever 

dream, Hareton?  And, if you do, what is it about?  But you can‟t speak to me!‟” 

 

7. “‟My design is as honest as possible.  I‟ll inform you of its whole scope, he said.  „That the two 

cousins may fall in love, and get married.  I‟m acting generously to your master; his young chit 

has no expectations, and should she second my wishes, she‟ll be provided for, at once, as joint 

successor with Linton.‟” 


