
Who’s who in The Tempest? 

Match each character given below to their description. 
 

 
Alonso Antonio Ariel Caliban 
 
Ferdinand Gonzalo Miranda Prospero 
 
Sebastian Stephano Trinculo 

I am the daughter of a powerful magician.  I have lived most of my life on this island. 

© 2007 www.teachit.co.uk 
I was jealous of my brother’s position 
and planned his death. 
I was a loyal and faithful servant to the true Duke of Milan.  I helped him and his 
daughter by giving them food, water and his precious books. 
I am a butler to the King. 

 

 
I am the King’s brother.
I am the King of Naples.  My daughter has just married the Prince of Tunis and I am 
sailing home with my son. 
I lived on the island alone.  My mother was a witch.  I resent the new ‘ruler’ of the 
island. 
I am the King’s beloved son.  
I am a spirit of the air.  I was imprisoned by an evil witch many years ago.  My new 
master released me in return for my service. 
I was once Duke of Milan.  I was betrayed by my brother and sent to my death.  I 
survived and have lived on this island ever since, developing my powers. 
I am a jester. 
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Character What do we know about 
them so far? 

 Who are they loyal to 
and why? 

How do you know? 

What grudges might they 
hold and why? 

How do you know? 

Prospero    

Miranda  

She loves her father, 
Prospero.  Almost her 

first words are ‘my 
dearest father’ (I ii 1) 

 

Ariel    

Ferdinand    

Caliban 
Son of the witch Sycorax.
Prospero keeps him as a 

servant. 
 

He hates Prospero for 
having taken over his 
island: ‘This island’s 

mine…’ (I ii 332) 

Trinculo    

Stephano    

Alonso    

Sebastian    

Gonzalo  

He helped Prospero and 
Miranda.  Prospero 

praises his ‘charity’ and 
‘gentleness’ (I ii 162 & 

165) 

 

Antonio    
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