
History of the English Language 
 

 

Indo-European Language Family 
 
 

 
Germanic      Balto-Slavic    Iranian      Celtic   Indian   Hellenic  Italic  

 
 

             Britannic    Gaelic       Latin 
 

 
 

German  Russian      Welsh  Irish        Greek        French 

Dutch  Polish      Cornish  Scottish         Italian 
Flemish  Czech      Breton  Manx         Portuguese 

Danish  Croatian               Spanish 
Swedish  Serbian 

Norwegian Slovenian 

English   
 

 

Old English  450-1100 

Middle English 1100-1500 

Modern English 1500-present 
 

 

Invasion & War in Britain and the Development of English 

 Celts (Bronze Age)     Gaelic/Britannic   

 Romans (43)     Latin 

 Angles and Saxons (449)   Germanic  Old English begins.  

 Danes and Vikings (700)    Germanic  

 Normans (1066)    French  Middle English begins.  

 Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453) English  Modern English begins. 
 

 


