
Essential SAT Vocabulary

R-S



RACONTEUR

The raconteurkept all the 
passengers entertained with 
his stories during the six-
hour flight.



RACONTEUR

Åwitty and skillful storyteller

Åclever speaker 



RECALCITRANT

The recalcitrantmule 
refused to go down the 
treacherous path, however 
hard its master pulled at its 
reins.



RECALCITRANT

Åresisting authority or 
control

Åobstinately defiant



RECANT
The statement was so 
damning that the politician 
had no hopes of recovering 
his credibility though he 
tried to recantthe words.



RECANT

Åto retract a statement or 
opinion



RECONDITE

The ideas expressed in the 
ancient philosophical 
treatise were so recondite
that only a few scholars 
could appreciate them.



RECONDITE

Årelating to obscure learning

Ådifficult to comprehend for 
one of ordinary understanding 



RECTITUDE
Young women used to be 
shipped off to finishing 
schools to teach them 
proper manners and 
rectitude.



RECTITUDE

Åmoral uprightness

Årighteously correct in 
judgment



REDRESS
Seeking redressfor the 
injuries she had received in 
the accident, Doreen sued 
the driver of the truck that 
had hit her.



REDRESS

Årelief from wrong or injury

Åto set right or compensate



REJOINDER

Patrick tried desperately 
to think of a clever 
rejoinderǘƻ aŀǊŎȅΩǎ ƧƻƪŜΣ 
ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘΦ



REJOINDER

Åresponse or reply 

Åcomeback 



REMEDIABLE
In the belief that the 
juvenile delinquent was 
remediableand not a 
hardened criminal, the judge 
put him on probation.



REMEDIABLE

Åcapable of being corrected

Åredeemable and reparable 



REPROBATE

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ 
accepted moral code, you 
will be considered a 
reprobate.



REPROBATE

Åmorally unprincipled 
person

Ådepraved individual



REPUDIATE
¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ 
she was Russian royalty was 
repudiatedwhen DNA test 
showed she was not related 
to the tsars.



REPUDIATE

Åto reject as having no 
authority

Åto refuse to accept as true



RESTIVE

The passengers became restive
after having to wait in line for 
hours and began to should 
complaints at the airline staff.



RESTIVE

Åimpatient

Åuneasy and restless 



RETICENT

Physically small and reticent, 
Joan Didionoften went 
unnoticed by those upon 
whom she was reporting.



RETICENT

Ånot speaking freely

Åreserved 



RETINUE

The nobleman had to make 
room in his mansion not 
only for the princess but 
also for her entire retinue.



RETINUE

Ågroup of attendants of an 
important person 

Åentourage



RETIRING

A shy and retiring man, 
Chuck was horrified at the 
idea of having to speak in 
public.



RETIRING

Åshy, modest, and reserved 



RETRENCH

After their humiliating 
defeat, the troops 
retrenchedback at the base 
to decide what to do next.



RETRENCH

Åto regroup

Åto reorganize



REVELRY

An atmosphere of revelry
filled the school after its 
ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ 
victory.



REVELRY

Åboisterous festivity

Åmerrymaking 



RIBALD

¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƧŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ribald
brand of humor delighted 
the rather uncouth king.



RIBALD

Åhumorous in a vulgar way

Åcoarse and indecently 
comic



RIDDLE

The helicopter was riddled
with bullet holes after its 
flight into the combat zone.



RIDDLE

Åto pierce with many holes

Åto permeate



RUMINATE

The scholars spent days at 
the retreat, ruminatingupon 
the complexities of the 
geopolitical situation.



RUMINATE

Åto contemplate

Åto reflect upon

Åto think deeply about



SACROSANCT

Many people considered 
Mother Teresa to be 
sacrosanctand would not 
tolerate any criticism of her.



SACROSANCT

Åextremely sacred

Åbeyond criticism or 
judgment



SAGACIOUS

Owls have a reputation for 
being sagacious, perhaps 
because of their big eyes 
which resemble glasses.



SAGACIOUS

Åshrewd

Ådiscerning and insightful



SALUBRIOUS
Rundown and sickly, Rita 
hoped that the fresh 
mountain air would have a 
salubriouseffect on her 
health.



SALUBRIOUS

Åhealthful

Åbeneficial to mind and 
body



SANGUINE

A sanguineperson thinks 
the glass is half full, while a 
ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ƛǘΩǎ 
half empty.


