
THE CRITICAL READING SECTION

Table 6.1 Key Words and Phrases for Understanding the Ouestions

Understanding the fo l lowing key words and phrases wi l l  he lp you understand
what  the quest ions are real ly  ask ing.

When you see this . , . Remember that . *.

"accord ing  to  the  au thor "
"accord ing  to  the
passage"

You must  answer  the  ques t ion  in  te rms o f  the
s ta tements ,  assumpt ions ,  o r  in fe rences  tha t  the
writer is making, even i f  you disagree with what the
wr i te r  has  sa id .  The ques t ion  is  meant  to  see i f  you
unders tand what  the  wr i te r  has  wr i t ten .

"bes t " Th is  i s  an  impor tan t  word  in  tes t  ques t ions  because
it usuaf ly asks you to f ind the rnosf suitable ot most
acceptab le  o f  the  answer  cho ices .  Th is  means tha t
even though you may f ind  a  response tha t  seemsto
f i t ,  you  s t i l l  need to  look  a t  the  res t  o f  the  responses
in  o rder  to  be  sure  tha t  you  have se lec ted  the  bes t
one.  Somet imes you may th ink  none o f  the  answers
are  par t i cu la r ly  good,  bu t  you  must  p ick  the  one tha l
is best.

"ch ie f l y " Th is  means "above the  res t , "  "most ly , "  "ma in ly  bu t
not exclusively." When you see chief ly, you wil l  prob-
ab ly  be  look ing  fo r  the  most  cent ra le lement  o r  most
i  m po r ta  n t  exp lanat ion  o f  someth ing .

"except" A question with except usually asks you to identify
words or  phrases that  don' t  belong wi th the other
choices.

" ( the  au thor )  imp l ies"
" ( i t  can  be)  in fe r red"
" ( the  au thor )  suggests"

These terms ask you to come to a conclus ion that  is
suggested by the in format ion in  the passage but  not
directly stated by the author. Make sure that your
inference is  indeed based on the mater ia l  in  the
passage rather  than your  own ideas or  opin ions.

"  leas t " Opposite of most.

" m a i n l y " Most important, or chief ly.

"most" Frequently used as a qualif ier, as in most l ikely, most
frequently, most reasonable. A qualif ier recognizes
that  there are except ions to most  s i tuat ions and t r ies
to a l low for  those except ions.

"only" On ly  means " jus t  the  one. "  For  example ,  "Th is  i s  the
on ly .  . .  fo r  me. "  l t  a lso  can ind ica te  a  res t r i c t ion ,  as
in "You can go only after you wash the car."
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" p r i m a r i l y " Most important, ot chief ly.


