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1. What is the purpose of the satire?  What 
social ill is the author attempting to reform?

2. Verbal irony allows an author to distinguish 
his or her own attitudes from those of the 
fictional speaker.  In “A Modest Proposal,” the 
speaker is earnest and straightforward while 
Swift is bitter and sarcastic.  How do attitudes 
of the speakers and authors contrast in each 
satire?

3. What precise adjectives describe the tone of 
the satire?  What specific textual detail leads 
you to this interpretation?



4. Effective satire employs hyperbole, 
understatement, and irony to emphasize the 
need for social reform.  What examples of these 
literary devices do you find in the modern 
satires?

5. How do these contemporary satires carry on the 
traditions established during the Neoclassical 
period?

6. What is the theme of each satire?  Remember to 
follow the structure that first identifies the 
subject matter and then states an opinion.

The _______  _________________ by _________________  is about
(genre) (title) (author)

________________________ and reveals that __________________.
(subject/abstract concept)                                    (complete statement)




