“A Modest Proposal” project: peer review Reviewer’'s Name:

Author’'s Name:

Directions: Read the author’s article summaries and reactions first, and answer questions 1 and 2. Then,
read the author’s satire, and answer the rest of the questions.

1. What is the social issue/problem that the author is researching? From the summaries, do you glean a
clear understanding of the main ideas of the articles? Why or why not? Explain and be precise.

2. Based on the author’s reactions to the three articles, what is his or her opinion about the social
problem? Does the author state the opinion clearly, referring the specifics from the articles?

3. From reading the satire alone and without asking the author to explain, who the narrator of the satire?

Why is this narrator an expert on the social issue/problem? Does the author maintain first-person
point of view throughout the satire?



4. Briefly summarize the narrator’s plan for solving the social problem. Does the plan provide a
humorous solution to the social problem? Can you provide any advice to the author for improving the
plan? Describe elements of the satire that are particularly humorous.

5. Satire is effective in part because the author uses literary devices such as hyperbole, understatement,
and irony to create humor. What specific examples of these techniques do you recognize in the satire?
Do you have suggestions for ways that the author could include more of these techniques?

6. Comparing the satire to the article reactions, does the author create an expert narrator and plan that
present a view that is opposite to his or her own? Why or why not? If the two elements of the project
are not opposing, what suggestions do you have for the author?



