AP Lit, Q3 Commentary for Benchmark Set
A The Grapes of Wrath

Clear focus on the prompt

insightful analysis of Tom Joad's response to justice

Articulate and insightful analysis

Beautifully written with a strong, confident voice and excellent control over language

1l Beloved

A strong essay that fully engages the prompt and stays focused on the text
Contains lots of textual details

Writer exercise considerable control over language

Although a really good essay, it weakens toward the end and is therefore an 8

S Crime and Punishment

Competent essay that features a good argument "
The analysis is good, but not as full developed as top -tier essays
Clear organization, but the writing is not especially sophisticated

G Catch-22

Good organization G, o

Some development, but sometimes lapses into superficiality

Not particularly sophisticated, but covers the prompt well enough for an upper half score
A rather workman-like quality characterizes this essay :

) Hamlet

Lot of plot summary, little-to-no analysis o Y
Not overrun with glaring errors
Doesn’t say much after all—pedestrian, superficial, the usual 5 descriptors apply

KKK The Scarlet Letter

Very little analysis

Clunky writing

Writer does not control language well
FF A Lesson Before Dying

Thin plot summary

No analysis

Pretty classic 3

BBBB The Kite Runner

Summary, summary, summary

Does comment on parts of the prompt
Too short to move beyond 2

W Medea

Unacceptably brief
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